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A HUMOROUS DIALOGUE THAT MIGHT TAKE PLACE ANYWHERE  

 

There is a small factory somewhere in the middle of somewhere, called Blackwater,  Deadfish & 

Co. Every day, a thousand gallons of polluted water go from the factory into the small river 

beside it. The water has been pouring into the river for years and years. A few weeks ago, the 

company took on a new employee, Gordon Green. A couple of days after starting work as a 

junior manager, Green confronted the boss, Mr. Desmond Deadfish, with a few proposals.  

 

GREEN: Mr. Deadfish, sir. I have a few ideas for improving things around here. Could I have a 

word with you.  

DEADFISH: Of course, Gordon, let's hear what you have to say.  

GREEN: Well sir, I think everybody would be better off if we installed a Clean-it-

up Water Treatment Plant between us and the river.  

DEADFISH: What on earth for?  

GREEN: Well we seem to be putting an awful lot of waste into the river.  

DEADFISH: Oh I don't think so, not compared with some other companies — but go on 

Gordon. I'm listening. How much do these things cost?  

GREEN: Well, there's a simple model that costs about £ 20,000; or a bigger and better one for £ 

30,000 

DEADFISH:: Mmmm. That's a lot of money. It would take a part of our profits. So tell me, what 

advantage would we get out of it?  

GREEN: A cleaner river.  

DEADFISH: And?  

GREEN: A better environment.  

DEADFISH: And what else?  

GREEN: Well, that's quite a lot, isn't it?  

DEADFISH: And no direct benefit for us? 

GREEN: But of course; a cleaner river and a better environment are good for the company, 

aren't they? 

DEADFISH: Listen young man! There's no way anyone here is going to start investing twenty 

thousand pounds in a luxury like a water-treatment plant! If there's no direct benefit for this 
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company, it's just a waste of money! If we start worrying about the environment too much, we'll 

just have to put up our prices, and then we'll lose our customers. So until the day the government 

forces us to treat our waste water, we won't go wasting our money on things we don't need. 

Anyway, there are hundreds of small factories like ours putting waste into the river between here 

and the sea! What difference will one less make? 

 

Mr. Deadfish's attitude is one which can be heard in every country of the world. It is always easy 

to say that problems of the environment are someone else's problems; or even (like some people) 

that they do not exist.  It is simple to say that someone else should take action first. Companies do 

it, governments do it too. 

   In most developed countries, the situation has improved in the last 40 years.  Factories cannot 

now put polluted water directly into rivers. There are environmental laws. But there are still 

companies that break the law; and there are still countries in many parts of the world, where there 

are no laws. 

   The cost of a polluted river does not appear in the annual accounts of a company. It is a cost 

to society, not to the firm; and too often, society just says: "This river is polluted, it always has 

been, and there is nothing we can do to save it." And so the problem is just carried away to 

somewhere else, and someone else. Someone else's problem. 

 

 

Various kinds of life supporting systems like the forests, grasslands, oceans, lakes, rivers, 

mountains, deserts and estuaries show wide variations in their structural composition and 

functions. However, they all are alike in the fact that they consist of living entities interacting 

with their surroundings exchanging matter and energy. How do these different units like a hot 

desert, a dense evergreen forest, the Antarctic Sea or a shallow pond differ in the type of their 

flora and fauna, how do they derive their energy and nutrients to live together, how do they 

influence each other and regulate their stability are the questions that are answered by Ecology. 

The term Ecology was coined by Earnst Haeckel in 1869. It is derived from the Greek words 

Oikos- home + logos- study. So ecology deals with the study of organisms in their natural 

home interacting with their surroundings. The surroundings or environment consists of other 
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living organisms (biotic) and physical (abiotic) components. Modern ecologists believe that an 

adequate definition of ecology must specify some unit of study and one such basic unit described 

by Tansley (1935) was ecosystem. An ecosystem is a self-regulating group of biotic 

communities of species interacting with one another and with their non-living environment 

exchanging energy and matter. Now ecology is often defined as ‘‘the study of ecosystems’’. 

An ecosystem is an integrated unit consisting of interacting plants, animals and micro-organisms 

whose survival depends upon the maintenance and regulation of their biotic and abiotic structures 

and functions. The ecosystem is thus, a unit or a system which is composed of a number of sub-

units, that are all directly or indirectly linked with each other. They may be freely exchanging 

energy and matter from outside—an open ecosystem or may be isolated from outside in term of 

exchange of matter—a closed ecosystem. Ecosystems show large variations in their size, 

structure, composition etc. However, all the ecosystems are characterized by certain basic 

structural and functional features which are common. Composition and organization of biological 

communities and abiotic components constitute the structure of an ecosystem. Thus, ecosystems 

have basically two types of components, the biotic and abiotic, as described below: 

(a) BIOTIC COMPONENTS: Different living organisms constitute the biotic component of 

an ecosystem and belong to the following categories: 

(i) Producers: These are mainly producing food themselves e.g., Green plants produce food by 

photosynthesis in the presence of sunlight from raw materials like water and carbon dioxide. 

They are known as photo-autotrophs (auto = self, photo = light, troph = food). 

There are some chemo-autotrophs, which are a group of bacteria, producing their food from 

oxidation of certain chemicals. e.g. sulphur bacteria.  

(ii) Consumers: These organisms get their food by feeding on other organisms. They are of the 

following types: 

• Herbivores—which feed on plants e.g. rabbits, insects. 

• Carnivores—which feed on herbivores as secondary carnivores (e.g., frog, small fish) or 

tertiary carnivores (e.g., snake, big fish), which feed on other consumers. 

• Omnivores—which feed on both plants and animals e.g., humans, rats, many birds. 

• Detritivores—which feed on dead organisms e.g., earth worm, crab, ants. 

(iii) Decomposers: These are micro-organisms which break down organic matter into inorganic 



4 

 

compounds and in this process they derive their nutrition. They play a very important role in 

converting the essential nutrients from unavailable organic form to free inorganic form that 

is available for use by plants e.g., bacteria, fungi. 

(b) ABIOTIC COMPONENTS: Various physico-chemical components of the ecosystem 

constitute the abiotic structure: 

(i) Physical components include sunlight, solar intensity, rainfall, temperature, wind speed and 

direction, water availability, soil texture etc. 

(ii) Chemical components include major essential nutrients like C, N, P, K, H2, O2, S etc. and 

micronutrients like Fe, Mo, Zn, Cu etc., salts and toxic substances like pesticides. 

These physico-chemical factors of water, air and soil play an important role in ecosystem 

functioning. 

Every ecosystem performs the following important functions: 

(i) It has different food chains and food webs. Food chain is the sequence of eating and being 

eaten. e.g., 

Grass → Grasshopper → Frog → Snake → Hawk 

Phytoplanktons (water-algae) → water fleas → small fish → large fish (Tuna) 

These are known as grazing food chain—which start with green plants and culminate with 

carnivores. 

 

 

 


